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Conduct aud Doctrine 


Of the Reverend 


Mr. WHITEFIEL PD, 


VINDICAT E p. 


HA all Manner of Vice and 
[#7 Tf Immorality prevails in the pre- 


2 | 
e ſent Age, beyond whatever was 
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SES) known ſince the Reformation, 
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will hardly be denied by any, but by thoſe, 
whoſe abandoned Practices have greatl 

promoted this general Depravity; whats 
18 Lives, Contempt of every ſacred 


nſtitution, notorious Infidelity, and even 


ATHEISM, too openly acquit us of any 
Want of Charity, when we conſider 
them as the ayowed Enemies of all Religion 
and Virtue. Eh 
To a Nation thus ſunk in Sin, ripening 


for Deſtruction, and by a daily Renewal of 
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4 The Conduct and Doctrine , the 
the moſt ſhocking Impieties; daring the 
Vengeance of the Almighty, and defying 


his Power; in a Word; by all Kinds of 


horrid Wickedneſs, deſerving, or rather 
demanding the Judgments of God, in Vin- 
dication of his inſulted Honour and Ordinan- 
ces; to a Nation, we/ay, in ſuch a woful 
Situation as this, how acceptable ſhould the 
Moſes- lite Man be, who would offer him- 
ſelf to ſtand in the Gap, endeavour to 
turn away the Wrath of Heaven, and pre- 
vent the Execution threatened, by bringing 
2 People to Repentance, and introducing a 
thorough Reformation among them? | 

Such, and ſuch in an eminent Degree 1s 
the Reverend Mr. Hhitefre/d ; and this alone 
his great and good Deſign; who then 1s 


there among us that feareth the Lord, who 


would not hearken to the Voice of ſuch a 
Servant? How can he poſſibly want the 
warm, the hearty Wiſhes of all good Men, 
that Succeſs 12 attend him, and that he 
may find the happy Effects of the Tra- 
vail of his Soul, to his abundant Reward 
and Satisfaction? | 

But not to take too much upon Truſt 


let us with Candour examine his Conduct; 


and ſee wherein the good Shepherd differs 
from thoſe Shepherds who fleece, or to ſay 
no worſe of them, are regardleſs of the Wel- 
fare of their Flocks. Mr. Whitefield does 
not ſeem to dread the ſtrickeſt Re ſearches 
into his Behaviour, or any Trials, oa 

they 
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they are but juſt ; and we cannot at leaſt, 
but we periwaded that we ſhall not find. 
him among the Number of thoſe, whoſe 
ſtrongeſt Engagement to their Godlineſs is 
GAIN. 

The Cry has been. very loud, though. 
raiſed and eccho'd chiefly by one Sett of 
Perſons againſt this GOOD MAN; — But 
who are they that cry out and exclaim ? 
And what is it that has given Riſe to 
their Exclaimings ? Is their Craft in dan- 
ger? Some belch out againſt him, Swords 
are in their Lips, and the Venom of Aſps 


ſeems under their Tongues ; are theſe of 


the Congregation of the Lord, and Servants 
of the moſt high God? Are theſe the Men 
who ſhew unto us the Way of Salvation ? 
Are theſe the Followers, the Diſciples, but 
eſpecially, are they the Imitators of the 
meek, the merciful Feſus; of the holy, the 


humble Saviour of the World, who would 


have all Men be ſaved, and come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth? Would ſuch have 


equally divided the Loaves and Fiſhes a- 


mong the Multitude? Or rather, would they 


not have made ſuch a Reſerve for them- 


ſelves, as muſt have enhanced the Miracle 
of their beneficent Maſter, or left no Frag- 
ments to gather into Baskets? 


And is Mr. Whitefield an Object of the 


Envy and Rage of ſuch Men? Let him re- 
Joice in their Reproaches, as undoubtedly he 
docs : There are none whe know him, who 

reproach 
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reproach HIM, but who are a Reproach to 
their Profeſſion, and a Scandal to Religion ; 
4 Shame to the Church, and of whom the 
Church ought to be aſhamed. _ 

The ignorant and haughty, the carelefs 
and debauched Part of the Clergy are all his 
Enemies, and God knows, it's too great a 
Part of the Clergy of this Kingdom ; Theſe 
inveigh againſt him, revile and ridicule 
him; and, as far as they can, perſecute him; 
But why all this Bitterneſs? Why are 
they ſo angry? — Why? becauſe Mr. White- 
field is not like them; but if God once 
mend their Hearts, ſo as to enable them to 
mend their Lives, they will all like and 
love him. They now hate and defame 
him, cannot bear his Doctrine; *tis too au- 
ſtere for them, too ſelf-denying, diſintereſted, 
ſpiritual, and holy for them to pretend to 
preach, who cannot, or rather, do not en- 
force ſuch Doctrine by Practice; a Pattern 
of real Piety and primitive Chriſtianity, is 
naturally the Abhorrence of Men, wallowing 
in Senſuality and Luxury. 

| Theſe are attacked by him in too ten- 
der a Part for them to bear it with De- 
cency; he is too much eſteemed and 
valued for them to come in for any 
Share with him: Their Characters are a 
Foil to his, which makes his refle& with 
the greater Luſtre; and they never can, or 
will forgive him : Hence ſpring the Enmity, 
and thoſe ſtupid Stories to aſperſe 3 
= which 
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which have no Foundation but in the Ma- 
lignity and Invention of revengeful Breaſts ; 
They who eat the Bread of Idleneſs, whilſt 
through Sloth they Jet their Vineyards grow 
over with Briars and Thorns, view with 
hateful Eyes the Vineyards of the Diligent, 
when manured and dreſſed. TT 

This is a ſhort but faithful Account of 
thoſe who principally rail againſt, and miſ- 
repreſent this worthy Man; and ſome of 
their Reaſons for doing ſo; of thoſe, who 
traduce this promiſing Inſtrument in God's 
Hand, of much GLioky to HiMszrF, and 
Goop to his Church; but let us now more 
particularly enter into the Diſcurſion why 
theſe People are ſo exaſperated at him, and 
ſo abuſive of him. | 

They are ſo unlike him, as we have 
faid before, therefore they cannot endure 


him; they would undermine, and, if poſ- 


fible ruin him; they envy him the Repu- 
tation he has juſtly obtained; and would 
deſtroy him for the Good he has done, 
which they had no Hand in; and the exten- 
five Service he has been of, and is like to 


be of to Mankind : They curſe, whom 


Thouſands pray daily toGod to bleſs, for the 


Benefic he has been of to their Souls; which. 


might otherwiſe have everlaſtingly periſh'd, 
through the Ignorance or Negligence of 


thoſe, to whoſe Care they were commit- 
ted, | 


But 
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But why ſhould this cut ſo much to the 
Quick? Mr. WHiTEFiELD cannot, Proper - 
ly ſpeaking, be ſaid to have taken this Work 
out of the Hands of theſe Men; it was in- 
deed Work they ought to have taken in Hand; 
but hard, very hard will it be for any Man 
to name the Time whenever in earneſt they 
did do ſo; or appeared to give any Indi- 
cations that they ever intended to do fo. 
*Tis Mr. WHITEFIELD that has enter'd 
heartily into his Maſter's Work; *tis he 
that has ſet them an Example which they 
muſt in ſome Meaſure follow, or they 
well know thatſthey ſhall be more deſpiſed, if 
poſſible, than ever. For this their Reſent- 
ments are ſo ſtrong againſt him; this to 
them is a Drudgery they would have avoid- 
ed ; their dull formal Round weuld have 
done every bit as weil for them ; they could 
have gone on in their old Way as well 
as ever; and their Corn and their Wine, and 
their Pigs; their Eggs, and their Apples, 
would have come in as well as ever ; all be- 
fides is unneceſſary Trouble, and they deteſt 
the Man who has put them upon it. 
*Tisa WHITEFIELD has brought Thou- 
ſands into a Dilrelith, and Le, al not to 
be borne: Who that has ever heard his 
powerful Preaching, can ſubmit again to the 
bombaſt incoherent trifling of your Sermon- 
ayers ; who, if they can but fill up twenty 
| or at moſt thirty Minutes, once or twice a 
j Week, with a Jargon that pleaſes them- 
| ſelves, 
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felves, and tickles their own Ears, are mighty 
eaſy ; whilſt perhaps the poor People, de- 
ftin'd to their Inſtruction, are not a Jot 
wiſer or better for one in a hundred of all 
their Declaimings. 1 

But to give Mankind the beſt Opportuni- 
ty in our Power, to form an impartial Judg- 
ment of Mr. Whitefield, and of his Pro- 
ceedings, will be to conſider negatively 
what he is not; and then fairly and can- 
didly to confider what he is; and what he 
does; which if judiciouſly done, we can- 
not think will leave any Room to doubt of 
his being the moſt amiable, extraordinary 
and able Perſon, who, in the Character of a 
Divine, has appeared in this Age, at leaſt, 
of the World: 3 

The Rev. Mr. Whitefield has nothing of 
the ſelf-ſufficient, the inſolent, or domineer- 
ing belonging to him ; he ſeems a Stranger 
to Pride; and Slothfulneſs-is what his worſt 
Enemy dares not lay to his Charge ; Co- 
vetouſneſs he abhors, and whilſt, he makes 
many rich, is himſelf poor; he is the Shep- 
herd who feeds the Flock; but not for the 
Sake of being fed by them : He is not one 
of thoſe who does his Dy by Proxy; 
and after having - amuſed himlelf with lol- 
ling in a Pew, and ogling the Congregati- 
on; whilſt a Subſtitute reads the Service, 
with Reluctance ſubmits himſelf to half an 
Hour's moralizing in a Pulpit; to relieve ' 
from the Fatigues 85 which, the Bottle ang 
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the Friend are, ſomet imes, not thought too 
1 for the Remainder of the whole Day 
after. | 
He is no Creeper into Families, to ſearch 
out their Secrets, and foment Divifions ; in 
hopes of eſtabiiſhing an Intereſt with the 
Side, he may think *cwill be moſt to his 
Advantage to have eſtabliſhed; or to 
procure to himſelf more criminal Satis/atti- 
ons; tis the Souls of Men he ſeeks, not 
their Subſtance ; and their Reputations are 
fure to be ſafe with him; he can't publick- 
ly reprove in a Morning, and exhort to So- 
briety, Temperance and Modeſty; and by 
his Converſe and Carriage an or two 
after, convince his Company that his Ex- 
horcations and Reproofs were all a Joke; 
that however they might affect others, they 
made no ſtronger Impreſſions upon himſelf, 
than what he could make give way to 
comply with the Exceſſes, and ludicrous, 
if not laſcivious Converſation, of his riont- 
ous and debauched Entertainers; ſuch com- 
mon Conceſſi ons and good Manners as theſe, 
Mr. Whitefield is wholly unacquainted with; 
as he 18 with the many other Toconkfiencier 
and Indecencies, which have ſo largely con- 
tributed to render many of the Clergy con- 
temptible, in the Eyes of Men of Senſe 
and Soberneſs. | | 
To go one Step farther ; Mr. Whitefield 
is not the Man who ſeems to conſider the 


Cure of Souls as his TRape; and that 


therefore, 
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therefore, as other Tradeſmen do, he is to 
make the moſt of it; he does not ſpend 
his Time and Thoughts to procure the Fa- 
vour of the Rich and the Great; to provide 
the better for himſelf, and advance his ſe- 
cular Intereſt; he is not one of thoſe who 
thinks he has done his Duty, and it is e- 
nough, it upon a Sunday, or now and then 
upon a Sunday, he gives his People a Ser- 
mon or two, as *tits call'd, and retails to 
them ſome Scraps of their Duty, without 
troubling their Heads any farther about 
them, or their eternal Welfare, *till the Re- 
turn of the Day, like a Market or Fair, 
brings them together again ; when they open 
Shop and diſpoſe of their Cookery , which, 
tis ten to one, but in ſome Shape or other 
has been ſerv'd up for their Entertainment 
before: Mr. Whitefield underſtands no ſuch 
ſaving Ways, or how to while away a Sab- 
bath in ſuch a Manner; and to ſpend the 
reſt of the Week in Gaming, Drinking, 
Horſe-racing, Hunting and Bowling about 
in queſt of treſh Diverſions and Merriment ; 
with which ſuch worthy Patterns of Mora- 
lity and Piety fo preperſy fill up their 
Time; the unpoliſh'd, the unpolite Mr. 
Hhitefield is in quite another Way of Think- 
ing; and with all his Penetration cannot 
find out, how ſuch innocent Relaxations of 
the Mind, as they are term'd, can poſſibly 
correfpond with the Character which ought 
to be ſuſtain'd by every Miniſter of Je/us 
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port every Preacher of his eyerlaſting 
Goſpel, | | | 

But *tis Time to cloſe this diſagreeable 
Part, and ſhut a Scene, which the more it 
opens, the more it preſents with horrid 
Proſpects; let us then throw a Veil over 
what will not bear the Light, and go upon 
a Character as oppoſite to the above, as 
Light to Darkneſs; a Character which 
Truth alone can do Juſtice to; and which 
cannot poſlibly be injured but by Falſhood. 

We en to have in our Day, a renew'd 
Teſtimony, that when God has more than 
ordinary Work to do, he will raiſe up thoſe 
who ſhall be equal to his Purpoſe ; and able 
to execute all his Pleaſure; and God knows 
if Ht had not rais'd them up, the Work 
might have gone on much at the ſame Rate 
as or many Years it has done; the Har- 
veſt has been great, but the Labourers have 
been few, too few indeed; *till the Lord of 
the Harveſt was pleas'd to ſend freſh Labou- 
rers into his Harveſt; who have not ſhrunk 
for the Heat and Burden of the Day: If 
they have already work'd but one Hour, 
they appear to have deſerved their Penny), 
much better than many who have been at 
the Work feveral Hours before them. 

At the Head of theſe allow us to place the 
much miſrepreſented Mr.#/hitefield ; the fol- 
lowing Account of whom, which: we may 
defy the moſt malicious of his Adverſaries to 
| ES invalidate, 
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invalidate, we offer to the World for Truth, 
in every, even the minuteſt Circumſtance. 

If ever a Miniſter of the Goſpel endeavour'd 
to make Chriſt Feſus his great Example, and 
tread in the Steps of his immediate Follow- 
ers, this excellent Perſon, / we may judge 
by the whole of his Life and Converſation, 1s 
the Man: In Learning not Excell'd, if E- 
quall'd by any; of Superior Abilities to moſt 
of his Age; and for a ſerious Vein of un- 
affected Piety which accompanies whatever 
he ſays or does, he ſeems to ſtand alone: God 
only knows the Heart; but if the Tree is 
to be known by its Fruit; the humble, 
the holy, the devout Chriſtian is ſure to be 
ſeen, whenever he is preſent; he diſcovers, 
upon all Occaſions, a thorough Knowledge 
of, and a large Experience in ſpiritual 
Things, to a Degree much beyond what 
could be expected from one twice his Vears; 
and with a moſt heavenly Diſpoſition of 
Mind, diſcovers the moſt ardent Affection 
for Virtue, as well as Religion, 

He appears animated by an uncommon 
Zeal for the Glory of God; and not any Per- 
ſon upon Earth can ſhewa greater Concern for 
the Good of Souls; his Views ſeem wholly 
directed to theſe; to advance both to his ut- 
molt 1s his Study and Endeavour Night and 
Day; *ewould be doing him great Injuſtice, at 
the ſame Time to deny, that he does not take 
the utmoſt Pleaſure in AQs of Beneficence 
and Mercy; in contributing to the Relief . 

che 
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the Poor, according to his owu Ability; and 
in procuring them the Aid of others under 
their Neceſſities: In a Word, his whole 
Life may truely be ſaid, to be one labo- 
rious Act of Kindneſs, on the Behalf of the 
human Nature: To promote the beſt, the 
Eternal Intereſt of Mankind, and honour his 
God and Redeemer, he wholly devotes his 
Time and his Studies; himſelf, and the in- 
tereſt he has with others: If this is not pri- 
miti ve, pure Chriſtianity, if here is not a real 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, and true Follower of 
Feſus Chriſt, where in the World ſhall we 
look for, or find either? This is the traduced, 
the much abuſed Mr. Whitefield, who, per- 
haps, has done more towards reforming a 
diſſolute, vicious Age; and towards bringing 
the People over, wherever he has come, Bi 
their ſinful, wicked Courſes, to Sobriety and 
Righteouſneſs of Life; and to the Practice of 
Religion and Virtue ; than, perhaps, half 
the Clergy of the Kingdom have been able 

to effect, in ten times the Number of Years. 
He never meddles with Parties, or party 
Opinions; but preaches Jeſus Chriſt and him 
crucify*d ; he preaches /ike one having Autho- 
rity, and not as the Scribes, thoſe dull Expo- 
ſitors, whoſe unſayory, formal Diſcourſes 
touch'd the Ear, but not the Heart; whilſt 
his ſtrike with irrifiſtable Force, and by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, as they come 
from the Heart, go to the Heart; awaken 
the Conſciences of the Guilty ; and WO 
the 
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the Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; from the 
Death of Sin, to a Life of Righteouſneſs. 
The promoting the Salvation of Souls is 
the every Day's work of this heavenly Man; 
early and late, and all the Week long, he's in 
the Vineyard; and God ſeems to afford him 
extraordinary Supplies of Body and Mind to 
fit him for extraordinary Workings there: 
Every opportunity that preſents is embrac'd 
and 1mprov'd by him, to preach, reprove, ex- 
hort and expound the Scriptures ; to comfort 
the Drooping, viſit the Sick, help the Weak, 
eſtabliſh the Strong, inſtruct the Ignorant, 
and do the work of an Evangeliſt, as may be 
molt ſuitable to the Places and Perſons where, 
and with whom he is engag'd; and in theſe 
Exerciſes he ſometimes ſeems like St. Paul, to 
be wrapt up into the third Heavens; the in- 
ward Joy of his Soul greatly diſcovers itſelf; 
and he ſpeaks to others as if he felt all he 
ſaid, in his own Breaſt; as if he really was, 
himſelf, without Offence 'tis hoped we may 
ſay it, at leaſt, the pure, the perfect Man, 
he preſſes the Endeavour upon others to be- 
come. 7 
This is a ſhort, a faint Deſcription of a 
Gentleman, who, by his Enemies, has been 
held out to the World in a very different 
Light; whoſe Good has been Evil ſpoken 
of, and himſelf made the Mockery of licen- 
tious Tongues; who has been fcoft'd at, and 
reviled, and the honeſt Intentions of his Heart 
ſet at naught, by the envious Pens of publick 
| Detamers ; 
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Defamers; whilſt regardleſs of the Praiſe of 
Diſpraiſe of ſuch Men, Mr. #hitefield has 

one on, maintainꝰd his uſual Compaſure and 
| wa of Mind; and without returning Rail- 
ing for Railing, in well doing committed 
| himſelf to him who is ready to judge both 
the Quick and the Dead: He has hitherto 
endured, as ſeeing Him who is inviſible, and 
appealing to this Great Searcher of Hearts, 
for the Juſtneſs and Uprightneſs of the Prin- 
ciples he acts from, and the Views he acts 
to, has uninterruptedly purſued, with indefa- 
tigable Pains and Application the one, the 
ſole, the grand Deſign for which Divine Pro- 
vidence ſeems peculiarly to have appropri- 
ated him to, and fitted him for the Glo- 
ry of the Almighty, and the Happineſs of 
Mankind here and hereafter. 

Bur ſeeing it is impoſlible but that Offences 
muſt come, and the Man, who perhaps as 
much as ever Man did, or could do, has en- 
deayou'd to walk worthy of his Calling, and 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; and, by an humble, in- 
offenſive, blameleſs Carriage not to give Of- 
fence either to Godor Man, has been the Sport 
of the Drunkard; a Subject of Reproach to 
Men of Hierarchical Principles, and corrupt 
Minds, was not the Cauſe of the Diſquietude of 
theſe laſt well known, twould be no little Diffi- 
culty to diſcover why they are ſo diſpleaſed, 
or what they carp and cavil at. 
| The Bleſſed Fe/us has told them, that they 
who are not againſt them, are on their 1 

| an 


the Rev. Mr. Whitefield Vindicated. 17 


and that no Man could do a Miracle in his 
Name, and ſpeak ſlightly of him: Now Mr. 
Fhitefield is againſt no Man, any farther 
than ſuch a Man is by Principle or Practice, 
againſt the People and Intereſt of his Lord 
and Maſter: To be of real Benefit to theſe, 
and thereby advance the Honour of the Me- 
diator; to prevent the Great Redeemer of the 
World's being lightly ſpoken of, or lightly 
ſet by, are the 3 Mark at which Mr. 
Whitefield aims, at the Expence of all his 
Time and Powers. Why then are they 
ſo enrag'd and provok'd! 

Is not a temporal Intereſt too much at 
Heart? Are not the Loaves and the Fiſhes in 
Danger of being more divided again, than 
may ſuit with the Cravings of ſome Church 
Champions? Or is it a Popularity and a Re- 
putation which ſo few have deſerv'd, or can 
pretend to lay any Claim to, which raiſes the 
Spirit of Spite and Perſecution ; and cauſes 
ſuch unnatural Ferments in the Breaſts of 
thoſe, whoſe Recommendations of brotherly 
Love, Moderation and Charity are the great- 
eſt Sarcaſm upon their own Conduct? 

The World will be Judge here, between 
Mr. Whitefield and his Oppolers; we doubt 
not but that within himſelf he has the Wit- 
neſs of a Good Conſcience; and we are well 
aTured that he has the outward Teſtimonies 
of Thouſands, of Millions we might ſay, 
to his Worth and Deſert, who all eſteem him 
highly, and revere him for his Works Sake. 

| C Multitudes 
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Multitudes of theſe will undoubtedly be 
his Glory, and his Crown of Rejoicing in the 
Great Day of God; to theſe we would ap- 
peal for the Orthodoxy and Soundneſs of his 
Doctrine, againſt the mean, ſcandalous Aſ- 
perſions of his Enemies, of many of whom, 
tis too much to be fear'd, it may be ſpoken 
to their Shames, that they are the Enemies of 
the Croſs of Chriſt, and in Combination to 
interrupt the free Courſe of the Goſpel. 

To every one of his numerous Auditories 
we appeal, whether all Things are not con- 
ducted in thoſe publick, in thoſe large Aſſem- 
blies, with great Decency and Order; with 
great Seriousneſs and Solemnity, on the Part 
of the People and the Preacher. 

To the united inconteſtible Evidence of the 
Underſtanding, and Judicious among thele, 
we appeal, whether Mr. H#hitefield teaches 
any Doctrine inconſiſtent with the pure 
Doctrine of the Goſpel ; and the avow'd, and 
proteſt, however unpracticed Principles of 
the Church of England: He conſtantly prays 
for his Majeſty's King George, and his Royal 
Family; with all that are in Authority. He 
preſſes Obedience and Submiſſion to the Civil 
Mag iſtrate; to live peaceable and quiet Lives 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty; to love their 
Neighbours as themſelves; and do unto all 
Men, as they would they ſhould do unto 
them; to honour and love their Fathers and 
Mothers, to help them as Occaſion may re- 


quire; and to Succour all perſons in Diſtreſs, 
| ſuitable 
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ſuitable to the Ability of the one ſide, and 
the Neceſſity of the other; to ſubmit them- 
ſelves, conſiſtent with what they owe to God 
and their own Souls, to all their Goyernours, 
Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors, and Maſters; to 
order themſclys lowly and mannerly to all 
their Betters; to hurt no Body by Word or 
Deed; to be moſt True and Juſt in all their 
Dealings; to bear no Malice, or Hatred in 
their Hearts; to keep their Hands from pick- 
ing and ſtealing, and their Tongues from 
Evil ſpeaking, lying, and SLAXDERING; 
to keep their Bodies in Temperance, Sober- 
neſs and Chaſtity ; not to covet or defire other 
Mens Goods, but 7hoſe who can't live without, 
to learn and labour honeſtly to get their 
Living; and that all ſhould do their Duty 
according to that State of Life in which it 
has pleaſed God to place them. 

But he does not as many, too many do, 
reſt here, and trouble themſelves with little 
more than Moral Duties; a ſort of negative, 
or at beſt legal Righteousneſs; but as one who 
has obtain'd Mercy of the Lord to be faithful; 
an ABLE MINISTER of the New Teſtament, 
not of the Letter, but of the Spirit; for the 
Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Lite; 
he goes much further; and is for an entire 
Rectitude of the Inward, as well as of the 
Outward Man; he is for making the Matter 
ſure, for making Soul-ſaving Work of it; 
Uncertainty in this Caſe he knows is dreadful z 
and therefore tis a Change within; a Holineſs 
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of Heart as well as Life; a Goſpel Holineſs ; 
to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance; 
and by good Works evidence the Reality 
of a ſaving Faith: He 1s for your having 
the Soul fill'd with the true Fear, and Know- 
ledge, and Love of God, and Chriſt; and with 
all Joy and Peace and Hope in believing ; 
poſſeſs'd by the Spirit of God and wholly 
under 1ts e to the due and daily 
Exerciſe of the Grace of God; that every 
Day of our Lives be a Day of e 
with him; that we every Hour grow more 
meet, to become Partakers of the Inheri- 
tance with the Saints in Light, and, in a 
Word, to go on to as Sinleſs a Perfection, 
as Creatures in this State of Sins, and Snares, 
and Sorrows are capable of; and through 
Means of the cloſeſt Union to, and a heaven- 
ly, bleſſed, conſtant Communion with God 
in Chriſt, to arrive at the full Afurance of 
Hope, and thoſe Joys in the Holy Ghoſt, 
which are the Fore-runuers, and never-ta1l- 
ing Evidence of, the unſpeakable Felicity 
and Glory, which ſhall at once be the Pol- 
ſeſſion, ard the everlaſting Obligation of 
holy happy Souls, thro? the endleſs Ages of 
an Eternity : Theſe, theſe are what he moſt 
earneſtly preſſes to, and moſt ſtrenuou{! 

infiſts upon: Good God! How little of ſuch 
Language as this do we hear from any other 
Pulpit, but that of Mr. HApitefeld's? He 
breathes indeed the Language of the Bible, 
and of the holy men of old, of the Fathers 
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of the Church, and firſt Founders of Chriſt- 


1anity; and his Followers are reviving 
their Practice. A PRACTICE which, 
*tis hoped, now the Enemy is pouring him- 
ſelf in as a Flood upon us, the Spirit of 
God has lifted up as a STANDARD againſt 
him. 

And tho? theſe may be too abſtratted, 

too refined Precepts for the the Drouſy and 
_ Lethargick ; for the Indolent and Careleſs 
to trouble themſelves much about, yet moſt 
certainly are they the Precepts of the Gol- 
pel; which all, to whom the happy T1- 
dings of it are publiſhed, are dearly and 
nearly concerned to have impreſſed upon 
them, with the utmoſt Aſſiduity and Tender- 
neſs; and when this is duly done, they 
ſtrike home; they affect the Soul, and by 
the Co-operation of the Spirit of God, the 
Seed ſown, falls into the Ground; lives and 
ſprings up, and brings forth Fruit ; ſome 
fiſty, ſome ſixty, and ſome a hundred Fold, 
which ſhall endure unto everlaſting Lite. 

But here is ſufficient ſaid to ſuffice at 
preſent ; ſufficient for the unprejudiced Part 
of Mankind to determine with how little 
Juſtice this worthy Perſon is condemn'd; 
and his Doctrine exploded by thoſe, who 
eat the Bread of Idleneſs ; and neither imi— 
tate this good Man in Holineſs of Lite, 
or rival him in his Abilities, in his La- 
bours or Learning ; all which are laid out 
in furthering the Good of Souls; and thar 


the 
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the Goſpel of the ever bleſſed God and our 
Saviour, may have a free Courſe and be glo- 
ri fied. 1 
But as we own'd before, that all we ſaid 
afforded but a too feint Reſemblance; a 
Deſcription very ſhort of this good, this 
excellent Man; allow us to ſhew him more 
like himſelf, in the Words of the great A- 
poſtle St. Pau/; by which the World will 
have the juſteſt Notion of this Reverend 
Divine, this true Goſpel Miniſter, that in 
ſo few Words *tis poſſible to convey. | 
* In Miniftring, he waits on his Mini- 
ce ſtry; when he teacheth, on Teaching; 
* when he giveth, 'tis with Simplicity 
and ſheweth Mercy with en 
c His Love 1s without Diſſimulation: He 
« abhors that which is evil, and cleaves to 
< that which is good: He is kindly affecti- 
e onated; with brotherly Love, in Honour 
„ preferiing others before himſelf: Not 
« {flothful in Buſineſs; fervent in Spirit; 
c ſerving the Lord; rejoicing in Hope; 
«« patient in Tribulation; continuing inſtant 
in prayer; nn to the Neceſſity 
* of Saints; given to Ho 
& ſes them, who perſecute him; he bleſſes 
« and curſes not; rejoices with them who 
ce do rejoice; and weeps with them that 
„ weep; he minds not high Things, but 
c condeſcends to Men of low Eſtate; is not 
« Wiſe in his own Conceit ; he recompences 
* to no Nan Evil for Evil; he provides 
“ Things 
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pitality: He bleſ- 
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& Things honeſt in the Sight of all Men; as 


*© much as lies in him, he lives peaceably 
c with all Men; he avenges not himſelf, 
ce hut rather gives place to his Wrath, know- 
ing that it is written, Vengeance is mine, 
i I will repay, faith the Lord; therefore if 
« his Enemy hungers, he feeds him, if he 
*« thirſts, he gives him drink; in hopes by 
*« ſuch Acts of Kindneſs, by heaping ſuch 
*© Coals of Fire on bis Head, to ſoften and 
«© melt him to Repentance and Reconcilia- 
te tion. He 1s not overcome of Evil, 
* but overcomes Evil with Good. 

We ſhould have broke off here, had it not 
been to take a ſhort Notice of ſome Aſper- 
ſions of an obſcure Author; tho' no body be- 
ſides ourſelves, perhaps, would have thought 
it worth their while, to have troubled their 
Heads about him: He has already been put 
to the Shame of a publick Recantation for a 
Falſhood formerly publiſh'd, and unjuſtly 
Stigmatizing his Brethren; ſo that very few, 
if any will believe what he aſſerts; but 
ſome Perſons are Proof againſt all Rebuke; 


they deal in Defamation and Scandal till 


they ſo innure themſelves to them, that we 
are ſure to meet with theſe, whenever we 
read their Writings. 

We ſhall let alone a great deal of Falla- 
cy and Ribaldry, by confining our Remarks 
to two Particulars : We ſhall quote the Tra- 
ducer's own Words; but range them with- 
out doing the Author any Injury, in the 

: | Order 
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Order which may beſt ſuit a proper Reply 


to them. 

ce We have had Reports, he ſays, of a 
much more extraordinary Itinerant; han 
a Moorfields Mount eband he means ; to whom, 
that his Chriſtianity and Gentility may ap- 
pear of a Piece, he very juſtly and courte- 
ouſly compares Mr. Whitefield; © who 
ce lately made a Progreſs in the Weſtern 
« Parts of England, and ſome Parts of 
*© ales; where, from Tomb-ſtones and 
* Market croſſes, on Commons and Moun- 
* tains he preached to va Numbers of ig- 
*« norant People;“ Now all this may be 
exactly true; but conſidering whom it is 
well known to come from, we hope we ſhall 
be allowed to believe no more than our 
Share of it; To vaſt Numbers 
© of ignorant People Perhaps ſome 
of them was as wiſe as he who expreſſes 
ſuch a contemptible Opinion of them; 


| But are they Ignerant? We dare anſwer 


for it, if they have not quite ſo much 
Knowledge, they have ten limes as much 
Honeſty as himſelf ; but whoſe Fault is it 
they areſo? who has had the inſtructing and 
teaching of thera? who has liv'd upon them, 
recelv'd their Tithes, and their Offerings, 
and not made them otherwiſe ?--- Were they 
really ignorant, thenthe more were they obli- 

ed to this EXTRAORDINARY ITINERANT, 


as this Ridiculer ſcornfully calls him, for the 
extra- 
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extraordinary Pains he took with them; and 
the great Concern he manifeſted to alter their 
Condition. | 
Mr. Whitefield, 'tis true, is an Itinerant, 
and an extraordinary one; but he is ſo only 
that he may go about, doing Good; and 
were there more like Him, there would not 
be ſuch vat Numbers of ignorant People in 
England and Wales, as this Man pretends, to 
be a Reproach to a Chriſtian Country ; but 
many Ignorant there would be, had they no 
better Helps to Knowledge, than what the 
poor miſerable Teachings of idle and illite- 

rate Inſtructors could furnith them with. 
But can it be Mr. /7hit1e/4's Reproach 
that he is an [tinerant; does not the Blame 
of being ſo, if any, lie at another Door? 
Why 1s he not properly provided for? Why 
is he not placed fo, as that he might be ſtated- 
ly and extenſively ſerviceable in the Church? 
Till this is done, would they have him 
worſe than the Goſpel- Criminal, and hide 
Ave Talents, inſtead of o, in a Napkin? 
How if, in the mean Time, his Maſter ſhould 
call him to an Account? What Excuſe could 
ſtand him in Stead, who could have laid theſe 
Talents out to the beſt Advantage, but had 
not done it? A He knows the Value and 
Uſefulneſs of them too well; and how to 
employ them for the Good of others, as well 

as himſelt, than to live and die a Droxe. 
To what unguarded Lengths Paſſion, ard 
Party-Rage hurry their Votaries, the follow- 
D Ing 
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ing Quotation is a ſhocking Inſtance: * The 
WP . he goes on, which he (Mr. Mhiteſiel 
gave of his intended Appearance here, raiſ- 
ed too great an Abhorrence of his Conduct, 
© to admit of any Inclination to ſee ſo mon- 
« ſtrous a Curiofity : Mods TROUS As- 
SERTION , indeed! a more MoNsTgoUus 
FALSHOOD, never came out of the Mouth 
of Man; could any Thing ſo inf amouſly un- 
true, be palm'd upon the World by a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel; one, who pleads a Com- 
miſſion from the God of Truth, to explain 
and enforce His Will to Mankind; not any 
inclination to ſee a Perſon, who has been at- 
tended by his Thouſands, and his Tens of 
Thouſands at a Time; but this, as well as 
ſeveral other abſolute Aſſertions from the 
fame Hand, are too notorious to want much 
expatiating on. 

But is it this Preaching in the Fields, and 
Places of publick Reſort, which goes ſo 
mach againſt the Grain, and is Matter of 
ſuch mighty Offence ? Did not the KING, 
who made a Marriage for his Son, ſend his 
Servants into the Highways, to invite them 
to come in? as the moſt /;kely Places to find 
Gueſts, proper to eat of the Wedding-Sup- 
per of his Son: Doth not WisDom cry, 
and UNDERSTANDING put forth her Voice, 
ſtanding on the Top of high Places; by the 
Way, in the Places of the Paths; at the 
Gates, at the Entring in of the City, at the 
Coming in at the Doors; all Places moſt open 


and 


Reverend Mr. Whitefield, Vindicated. 27 
and unconfined; where the greateſt Concourſe 
is to be met with; and where the greateſt 
| Good is, therefore, the moſt likely to be 
done? | 
As to the Place, there is little or nothing 
in it: The Paths which Wiſdom has tra- 
verſed, may certainly be trodden with Safe- 
4 Tis the Good that may be done, which 

ould outweigh all leſſer Conſiderations: 
Is Wiſdom in the Fields, go out after her 
is ſhe in the ſecret Chambers; retire and at- 
tend her there: * Tis Gueſts with the Wedding 
Garment on, that the KiNG accepts; 'tis 
thoſe who obey the Diftates of ETERNAL 
WisDom, that ETERNAL WisDoM rejoices 
with; and delights in ; whatever may be the 
Manner, or from whatever Places they are 
collected: In the Temple, or at a Turnpike, 
make no Difference in this Caſe at all; cis 
neither a Samaria, or Jeruſalem, will avail 
any thing; for the Time is coming, and now 
is, when the true Worſhippers, ſhall worſhip 
the Father, in SpIR1T, and in TRUTH ; and 
wherever they do ſo, they cannot but be in 
the right; and will moſt certainly be accept- 
ed of that God who 1s a Spirit, and can only 
be worſhipp'd in Spirit, and in Truth ; and 
who only ſeeks ſuch to worſhip Him. 

Though for ever, if pole, to cloſe the 
Mouth of Scandal, upon this Head, let it 
be remember'd, that Mr. Hhiteficld never 
did take, or is it likely, ever would have 


taken to the Fields, and the Mountains, to 
ha ve 
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have preach'd the glad e of the Goſ- 


pel of Peace; and manifeſted his own, as 
well as his ever bleſfed Saviour's Good Will 
to Men, had he not, and that with Indecen- 
cy and Ill- Manners enough, been ſhut out of 
the Churches; and excluded the Pulpits of 
even ſome of thoſe, who made no Uſe of 
them, at the ſame Time; and who not only 
went not in thenſelves, but hinder'd him who 
was willing to go in: But, God be praiſed, 
Chriſt's Church is not confined to Stone- 
Walls; neither is God a Reſpecter of Places, 
any more than of Perſons, if any Concluſion 
may be drawn from what God has wrought 
by his Servant; whoſe Work has moſt evi- 
dently, as far as Men are able to judge, proſ- 
per'd in his Hand; and it may be juſtly and 
truly affirm'd, that where he appears, the 
attending Multitudes are ſtruck with Reve- 
rence and Awe; and that how great ſoever 
the Numbers are, what he ſays ſo commands 
their Attention, and afſects ſo deeply, that 
a Scriouſneſs and Concern is ſeen 1n the 
Countenance of all, much beyond what is 
generally to be met with, during Divine 
Service in our Churches. 

But there is one Fire-brand from the ſame 
Quarter, which ſeems to claim Attention 
beyond any caſt before: The Ribaldry ſur- 
rounding the diſhoneſt inviduous Charge, is 
below Regard; and we would therefore 
treat it with the Contempt and Neglect it de- 
ſerves; and which we cannot but be ee 
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ed the Perſon it was levell'd at, treats it with, 
himſelf; but here is an Accuſation of a very 
heinous Nature; tho? to palliate the Matter 
a little, it comes from the FaLSE ACCUSER 
of the BRETRHEN; and ſome Thouſands 
can teſtify to its being it ſelf falſe, as all who 
read it muſt that it is baſe; but hear this 
ridiculous, as well as wicked Man; we ſhall 
not meddle with more of his Scandal than is 
to our immediate Purpoſe, all he ſays being 
ſo much diſregarded and diſpiſed: 
*© The Gentleman (meaning Mr. Whitefield) 
from the Mall in Moor fields, inſtead of a 
Stage, harangued his Congregation, he 
& ſays, and by the Choice of his Text, m 
e blaſphemoufly compared himſelf to ou 
4 BLESSED SAVIOUR.” 


Moſt ridiculous! can there be Blaſphemy 
in the Ghozce of a Text? Or did Mr, Vhpire- 
felis Choice of this Text make that Blaſ- 
phemy in him, which would not have been 
ſuch in any other Perſon ? If not, how many 
worthy, great, and good Men have, in their 
Turns, been guilty of Blaſphemy ? 

The Words Mr. Whitefield chiefly ſpoke 
lo, were theſe, SIRS, we world fee Jeſus: 
To take theſe Words for a Text, is certain- 
ly no new Thing; they have been preach'd 
Kad hundreds of Limes before; and we 
dure ſay, the Preacher never met with ſo baſe 
a Charge, as this againſt Mr. HFhitefield, for 
making them the Subject of his Sermon; but 
enyious Men, in our Days at leaſt, ſtick at 

nothing 
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nothing to blaſt and ruin their Neighbour's 
Character, however baſe or abſurd; and 


we are often moſt diſappointed, where we 


have the moſt Reaſon to expect Truth, Mo- 
deration, and Charity. 

But the greater Wickedneſs is yet behind; 
the more heinous Part of the Charge: Mr. 
Whitefield, he is pleas'd to affirm, *©* accord- 
* ing to his USUAL CUSTOM, moſt blaſ- 
ce phemouſly compared himſelf to our 3/ef- 
* ed Saviour: With this Man, perhaps, 
uſual Cuſſom, is meant of every Text the Gen- 
tleman takes; ſo that Mr. Whitefield blaſ- 
phemes every Time he preaches; but if not, 
if uſual Cuſtom is to ſtand for any thing, ic 
muſt be conſtrued to mean, that it is Mr. 
Hhitefield's common Practice, blaſphemouſly 
to compare himſelf to our BLESSED Sa- 
VIOUR : If fo, *cis highly preſumptuous in 
this Man to believe, that a Charge of ſo fla- 
grant a Nature as Blaſphemy is, ſhould meet 
with Credit from wiſe and good Men, when 
wholly unſupported by Evidence; and mere- 
ly on the Word of an Author, who has alrea- 
dy own'd himſelf a publick Defamer ; and 
whoſe Reputation for Juſtice and Truth, is 
too low, to gain Belief to any Thing he ſays, 
which is not Self-evidnt, without Proof of 
much more Validity, than ever he can hope, 
if be is not loft to all Modeſty, that bis Word 
will ever be thought of as long as he lives. - 

But if Mr. Whitefield has dealt fo much in 
Blaſphemy, and has been ſo often, and ſo 
open- 
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openly culpable, why did not this Man, when, 


according to bim, it was ſo eaſy for him to 
do it, give us ſome ſtronger Evidence than 
his own bare Word, to build our Belief upon? 
Why did he not inſtance, as he ought to 
have done, the Blaſphemy expreſs'd? His 
own Word, he muſt know, is a Founda- 
tion, that but few will care to truſt to; 
tho? was It as good as it 15 bad, yet the ho- 
neſt and unprejudiced Part of Mankind, cer- 
tainly will always expect the fulleſt, the 
moſt inconteſtible Proof that can be pro- 
duced, to make good a Charge of ſo vile a 
Crime, before they are ſway'd to the Preju- 
dice of the Perſon to whom 'tis 1mputed : 
But, good Man, why ſhould we wart him 
to do more, than was in his Power to do? 
He gave us an Aſſurance of the Fact; and 
this was all he was able to do; and tis plain, 
he was in Hopes that this would have been 
enough ; ENOUGH, incurably to wound 
a Reputation, he was trying his whole Arti- 
fice to deſtroy :—But tho? this is an Aſſaſſina- 
tion of the worſt Sort, as a good Name, to 
a good Man, is much dearer than his Life; 
and it might be expected to raiſe in us the 
{ſtrongeſt Reſentments; who own we bear the 
fincereſt Affection tawards Mr. Whitefield ; 
and view, with the greateſt Concern, this At- 
tempt to do him ſo great an Injury; yet will 
we let all Reſentment ſubſide; that we may 
ive one Sample, upon this Account, to the 
World, of what Mr, Mpbitefield daily preſſes 


upon 
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upon others, and practices himſelf; and 
therefore, with Mr. Abitefteld's Temper, 
and in Wards which perhaps He won't think 
improper, we thall make no farther Return 
for the Injury offered, than to preſs himwho 
offer'd it, to repent ' of his Wickedneſs ; and 
pray God, if perbaps, the Thoughts of his 
Heart, and 'the Sins of bis Lips, and Pen, 
may be /orgiven him. 5 89 


Me give the following Extract from a Book en- 
titled, The Life of God in the Soul of 
Man, Sc. firſt publiſhed with a Preface, 
by Biſhop Burnet, that the Writers and 
Readers of a Paper called, The Weekly 
Miſcellany, may read and conſider it. 


HAT there is a new Birth, and 
divine inward Operation of the Spi- 
rit of God, which does conſtantly exert it- 
ſelf in the Souls of the adopted Sons of 
God, but chiefly in their Regeneration, is 
a Truth ſo ſacred and certain, that none 
who have any Acquaintance with the in- 
ward Ways of God can fo much as que- 
ſtion it. But the wild Notions and worſe 
Practices of ſome high Pretenders, have 
brought this Divine Truth into ſome Diſ- 
. eſteem and Diſrepute with thoſe who know 
nothing of it: Yet ſuch as teel the inward 


rw 


Motions of it, and thoſe gentle Brcathings 


of that Good Spirit, ate by ſo much the 


more 
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more kindled to a haly Reverence and juft 
Zeal, for reſcuing it from the Neglect of 
ſome, and the Abuſe of others. And indeed 
it is the formal Character of the Ne Ds/- 
penſation, by which it 1s diſtinguiſhed from 
that of Moſes; that in it we ſhall have a 
new Heart and a new Spirit put within us, 
that God's Law ſhall not only be given us 
on Tables of Stone, or any outward Thing 
like thoſe; but ſhall be inwardly engraven on 
our Hearts, that we ſhall be taught of God, 
and that his Spirit ſhall be poured out on all 
Fleſh. ' 

This is moſt irreligiouſiy reſtrained to the 
extraordinary Eftuſion +4 the Holy Ghoſt 
on Pentecoſt, or the other miraculous Gifts of 
the Spirit in thoſe Beginnings of Chriſtiani- 
ty: This is clearly contrary both to the 
Promiſes of the Old Teſtament, and the 
whole Current of the New; and to nothing 
more than our Saviour's moſt divine Pray- 
er, wherein he exprefies he was not inter- 
ceding for his Diſciples only, but for all 
chat ſhould be/zeve on his Name through 
their Word; ſo that all theſe ſublime Ef- 
fects of the Divine Spirit, of being On? in 
God, that Chriſt migot be in them, and the 
Love wherewith the Father loved the Son 
might be in them, are there prayed for to 
All Believers; and certainly granted them 
if that Bleſſed Interceſſon be not made void 


and of no Effect. 


* This 
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This Quotation we have given, as the beſt 
Anſwer that can be given to the Queries, 
p'c:tend-:d to be ſent Rn Briftol, in Rela- 
tion to the Extraordinary Influences of the 
Spirit of God upon the Mind of Man, and 
the Supernatural Revelations of God to the 
Souls off Believers: If this is not ſufficient 
to the Czvi/ling Queriſt, we would recom- 
end the Direction in our Motto as the beſt 
Method he can put in Practice to come to a 
greater Certainty in ſo important a Point. 


We cannot conclude, without aſſuring the 
World in the moſt ſalemn Manner, that the 
Reverend Mr. WHITEFIELD, who is the 
chief Subject of theſe Sheets, is not any 
Way concerned in the publiſhing of them ; 
that he neither ever ſaw, writ, or directed 
the Writing a Line of them ; but that they 
appear in the World, without his knowing, 
directly or indirectly any Thing gf the 
Matter. 5 N f . f : ; 

Having ſaid thus much of Mr. M pite feld, 
we have inſerted the two following Poems, 
that Mankind may have ſome Notion of 
the Behaviour of his Followers; and what 
Influence his Doctrine has had upon the 
Minds of his Adherents, they being the 
Compotcons of two Gentlemen profeſſedly 

uch. : 8 gh % . > es 2 ” i r= 
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A H 72 N, Compoſed by Ar. Benjamin 


Seward. 
( \ 


O ME, bleffed Feſus, quickly come, 
And mark the bright celeſtial Way; 


Within my Breaſt erect thy throne, 


Nor let me faint thro? long Delay. 


I'm weary of theſe earthly Toys, 

The World, and all its flattering Charms; 
My Heart pants after purer Joys, 

And Chrift alone my Boſom warms. 


With Coldneſs and Contempt I view, 
Theſe vain, theſe tranſitory Scenes 

Since Faith hath form'd my Soul anew; 
And wak'd me from Egyptian Dreams. 


Methinks a Ray of heavenly Light, 

Already darts upon my Soul; 

Methinks the promis'd Land's in ſight, 
My Heart's the Needle, Chrif# the Pole, 


What tho' for Pageantry and State, 
Others to earthly Treaſures truſt ; 

And aiming falſly to be great, 
Like the vile Serpents, lick the Duſt: 


My Hope's my Treaſure, and my Reit, 
My 1 above; 

The Kingdoms of the World poſſeſs'd, 
Are vain, without my Saviour's Love. 


A | 
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A HYMN, Compoſed by the Reverend 

Mir. Charles Weſtly. 

EET and right it is to ſing, 
Glory to our God and King; 

Meet in every Time and Place, 


Right to ſhew forth all thy Praiſe. 


Sing we now in Duty bound, 
Loud repeat the gladſome Sound ; 
Publith it through Earth abroad, 
Praiſe the everlaſting God. 


Praiſes here, to thee we give, 


Here our open Thanks receive; 


Holy Father, ſovereign Lord, 
Always, every where ador'd! 


Sons of Belial here the Cry, 
Loud as you our God defy ! 
You can glory 1n your Shame, 
Shall not we our God proclaim ? 
You can brave th” eternal Laws, 
Zealous in your Maſter's Cauſe; 
Feſu ! ſhall thy Servants be 
Leſs reſolv'd, and bold, for thee ? 
No! though Men and Fiends exclaim, 


Sing we ſtill in Jeſu's Name; 


eſus will we ever bleſs, 


Thee before thy Foes confeſs ! 


Silent haye we been too long, 
Aw'd by Earth's rebellious Throng ; 
Thee if we ſhould ſtill deny, 

Lord, the very Stones would cry. 


FIN 1-8. 
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